North Rigton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at St John’s Church, North Rigton
3rd January 2024 
Present:- Councillors Mary Hopkins (Chairman), Barbara Massey (Vice Chairman), , Lisa Edwards.  
Also present Mike Richards (Clerk). 
1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from John Ellacott and Tim Bennett.
Approval and signing of Minutes; Reports on Matters arising.
Matters arising from the meeting of 8 November 2023:
- VAS – The clerk has now obtained the correct tool to allow the sign to be reversed, to capture the speeds of traffic exiting the village. He will attempt to move the sign but may need assistance.
- Picket fences – unfortunately whilst Cllr Bennett and Terry Massey had confirmed the actual location for the fences on Hall Green Lane, the ground was so waterlogged installation was not possible. A further attempt will be made in due course.
- Bus depot, Spring House Farm. As expected, the bus company (A&A Travel Ltd) has submitted an appeal against the Enforcement Order, to HM Planning Inspector. The deadline for responses to be submitted to the Inspector was 21 December and all interested parties were notified accordingly. The Parish Council submitted a robust response, totally refuting the appellant’s claims. The outcome of the appeal is expected early in the new year.

             The minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record. Proposed by Cllr Edwards, 
             seconded by Cllr Massey.  The Chairman then signed the minutes as a true record. 
      2.     Requests for order variations and Declaration of Interest – None. 
      3.     Administration
              a) Village Garden – ownership.
              The clerk had now obtained the correct copies of the forms necessary to create 
              Possessionary Title and then Title Absolute. He will contact Cllr Hull for advice in completing
              the forms.
              b) Due to the retirement of Janet Cobbald, on health grounds, a vacancy has arisen for a 
              councillor to serve on the Parish Council. The vacancy will be formally advertised on the 
              village notice board and FaceBook page. The Chairman, on behalf of the Parish Council,

              formally thanked Janet for her service. 

              c)  Spring litter pick. Date fixed as 16 March. The clerk will arrange for the necessary 

              equipment to be available and Cllr Massey will promulgate details in the Village News and 

              Community FaceBook page.

      4.     Finance. 
              a) Approval of expenditure.

	M Richards Nov Salary + arrears

			£426.30


	M Richards Dec Salary

				£280.70


	HMRC - PAYE

				£60.48


	HMRC - PAYE

				£65.57


	Bank charges Nov-Dec

				£10.00


	M Richards -plaques

				£33.60


	M Richards - security software

				£79.99


	M Richards - print cartridge

				£49.49


	Almond Garden Services - Oct

				£219.50


	Almond Garden Services - Nov/Dec

			£439.00


	British Legion - Donation

				£75.00


					£1,739.63



					

	
	
	
	
	

	Councillors approved the above 11 payments with 2 councillors signing the authorisation sheets.
b) The Chairman suggested that a separate bank account be opened to record the income and 

expenditure for the Village Garden, as this would be required for the new Trust arrangement. The

clerk agreed that a separate account was needed but advised that, given previous complications
with banking arrangements, it would be better if a separate ring-fenced memorandum account

was created within the existing accounting structure. Councillors agreed and the clerk will make

the necessary adjustments.

c) The clerk confirmed that a substantial VAT reclaim, totalling in excess of £5,000, had been 

submitted. This covers a period back to 2020 and he undertook to make future claims on an 

annual basis, where feasible.
d) Councillors confirmed their agreement with the clerk’s revised salary, which was in accordance 
with the nationally agreed pay scales. 
	
	
	
	


 5.   Planning
   Applications
             a) No new planning applications since the November meeting.
             b) Decisions and Enforcement 
             ZC23/03806/DISCON - Approval of details in relation to Condition 7 (land  
             contamination) of planning approval ZC23/02578/DVCON LOCATION: Tatefield Farm, Shaw 
             Lane, Beckwithshaw. 

Discharge of conditions confirmed.
Councillors noted and had no comments.
      6.    Highways, Footpaths and Verges
             a) As noted at the November meeting, verges on Hall Green Lane and Church Hill had been    
             cut by NYC, although this had been a Parish Council responsibility in the past. A more 
             complete cut, up to the edge of the ditches, has now been completed by the PC contractor.             
             b) Potholes/fly tipping/fallen trees. Whilst the clerk normally reports all these issues to NYC 
             Highways, councillors agreed that in some instances it may be better and more timely for any 
             resident who observes any of these issues to report directly to the relevant authority (normally 
             NYC) Accordingly, the relevant website links are as follows:
                                             Potholes and road condition issues | North Yorkshire Council
                                                  Fly tipping | North Yorkshire Council    
              In addition, there have recently been several incidents of fallen trees and branches blocking 
              or obstructing local roads. There is potential for confusion over reporting arrangements for 
              this matter. For a suggested approach to this problem, please see a separate note (“Re 
              Fallen Trees”) penned by Councillor Edwards, in the current issue of the Village News.    
              b) Salt/Grit bin at the end of Brackenwell Lane. The bin has fallen over and as it is still full of 
              salt/grit, it cannot be easily re-seated. It has been reported both by a local resident and the 
              Parish Clerk to NYC, but as yet no action has been taken. The clerk will report again as a 
              matter of urgency.
 7.
Village Garden, Amenities and Activities.

a) As reported previously, the fence at the front of the Village Garden needs attention as the 
        support posts have rotted. Rather than replacing the fencing at a significant cost, councillors 
        have decided that the best option is to replace the fencing with a hornbeam hedge. The work 
        will be carried out by the Council’s gardening contractor within the gardening services 
        contract. 
        b) Commemorative trees and plaques. The oak tree (the “Coronation Oak”), sourced by Mr 
        and Mrs Hopkins has been planted at the top of Hall Green Lane, with a plaque
        commemorating King Charles III’s coronation. A similar plaque celebrating Queen Elizabeth 
        II’s Platinum Jubilee has been fixed to the copper beech tree in the churchyard.
         c) Flag flying. It had been agreed previously that the flag would be flown at specific times, 
         reflecting on national celebrations. Unfortunately, due to unforeseen circumstances an 
         appropriate timescale has not always been followed. All should now be in order and the next 
         flag flying will be to mark Commonwealth Day in March.
         d) Hall Green Lane bench. Consideration is being given to re-providing the bench, using the 
         cast iron ends of the demolished bench (the “Bradley bench”) from Church Hill. A local 
         resident has volunteered to explore the feasibility of using the slats from another broken 
         bench for this purpose. 
  8.
Other items
         The clerk has received further correspondence about the marking of the 80th anniversary of 
         D-Day, with a nationally co-ordinated lighting of beacons. Councillors had discussed 
         previously and were unsure of any interest within the community, particularly as the timing 
         would be mid-week and also beacon lighting would need to be quite late in the night. Further 
         consideration will be given but it is unlikely that the Council will follow the national 
         programme. It may however, be appropriate for the Union Flag to be flown to mark this
         momentous event.
  9.
 Dates of next meetings:


 6 March 2024 at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)
                      1 May (and Annual Parish Meeting – commencing 7.00pm)
                      3 July at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)
                      4 September at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)



 There being no other business, the meeting finished at 8.50
Signed







Chairman

